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Sir Thomas Dick Lauder nearly thirty years ago, and, in a pap • which he laid before the Royal Society of Edinburgh, they a: expressed in the following terms :—" I believe it will be readi admitted, that it is much easier to suppose the existence of for mi barriers, than to discover the means which operated in the removal; but it must be also granted, that the difficulty • ' accounting for the destruction of such large masses, does not I any means imply that they never had any being at all, particular where a number of facts remain to lead us to an opposite coi elusion. From all the present appearances it is extremely probab that the barrier of Loch Roy was not only very thin, but of so materials, at the two parts which have been removed."
Thus, both Sir Thomas Dick Lauder and Mr Milne have coir decidedly, and, I think, with good reason, to the conclusion ths barriers did exist; but then we are by no means obliged 1 assume, that these were composed of earthy materials. It in this assumption, in fact, that all the difficulties connected wit the explanations given by these two writers are involved; and t me it seems perfectly clear that the barriers in reality wei formed of glaciers.
The glacial explanation of the Parallel Roads given by Agassi in his paper in Jameson's Journal for 1842, was necessarily in perfect in its details. Sufficient facts in regard to the phenomen of the terraces themselves, and true principles of the motion < glaciers, were then wanting. Had these been within the reach ( Agassiz, he could easily have modified his explanation so as t remove all valid objections which have been brought forwar against it, and could have shewn the invalidity of others whic are still adduced, but which, I think, will not be admitted b those who have duly appreciated the principles of the viscidity ( glaciers, as developed in the theory of Professor Forbes. Th object of Agassiz, however, at that time, was probably rather t adduce the Parallel Roads as confirming his grand idea of th former extensive prevalence of ice in these latitudes, than to ente fully into the details of the mode in which the roads had bee produced; and in representing his supposed glaciers on the ma which accompanies his paper, his intention was, perhaps, not s much to assert that the glaciers had acted exactly in the way h indicated, as to illustrate the supposition that glaciers, acting i some such way, would be found, in the end, fully to explain a